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The Vocational Expert
G

e Education and experience in vocational
counseling, assessment and placement

e Board certification

e Licensure
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The VS’s Role and Purpose
In The Family Law Setting

e Vocational experts provide opinions
regarding employment options, earning
capacity and placement potential of the
individual being evaluated.

The VS’s Role and Purpose
In The Family Law Setting

e The ultimate role of the expert in a forensic setting is
to communicate the truth of the matter as the expert

sees it.

e Expert opinions should be based on sound
methodology and empirical data.

e Experts do not advocate for, or attempt to preserve

the interests of, the person being evaluated, an
attorney or any other party in the legal matter




The VS’s Role and Purpose
In The Family Law Setting

e Experts use their unique specialized knowledge and
skills to

Analyze the empirical data
Generate hypotheses
Test their validity against the facts

Use skilled clinical judgment to express opinions
that reflect on the issues at hand
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Steps In Analyzing Employability

¢ |
o Interview
o Transferable skills analysis
o Occupational data
o Current openings
o Potential barriersto employment

o Earning Capacity

What Information Does The VS Rely
Upon To Formulate Opinions?

DWS Job #: 8831676 Job Title: Genius Salary: Location: SLC, UT, 84190

Descripton: Youe fascinated by the way things work and the reasons they sometimes dori, You sometimes reaange your
Computer setup just for fun. You were the kind of kid who took things apart just to put them back together (correctly). |
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hands ar experience. o peoples es i yourtechnical
. T DSl BT Ipress, EAGEQa SPTe. Are you 1eaty 10 o 1 T euaon ApplY now

Open Date: 12/28/2009

Education: None Months of Experience:
Shifts: Day Terms: Full Days Off Lifting Requirement
Openings: 1 Endorsements

Driver License: None Beneits

Commission? No

Utah hourly wage information published May 2009 for Computer Support Specialists:
Inexperienced: $12.41  Awerage: $19.73  Median:$17.83  Middle Range: $13.95- $24.41
Training: Associate degree

The average wage shown here is flom a yearly suney of Utah employers. While it is specific to this occupation, it is not
specific 16 this employer or job opening,

‘Additional Occupational Wage Information




What Information Does The VS
Rely Upon To Formulate Opinions?

e Determining the Impact of Disability on
Earning Capacity
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What Information Does The VS Rely
Upon To Formulate Opinions?

The Tangled Web

Job: Attorney / Lawyer
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How Does The Current Economic
Climate Affect These Opinions?

e AVS’s opinion is only as good as the data he
or she uses.

e Trends or sudden changes in the economic
climate can prove problematic.
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Different Employment Industries:
How They Are Affected By Economic Changes &
Changes In The Labor Market

o Employment, Construction, Utah Statewide
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Different Employment Industries:
How They Are Affected By Economic Changes &
Changes In The Labor Market

o Employment, Real Estate, Statewide
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Who is unemployed?
G

e Impact of Education on employment

e Major Industry Job Vacancies
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Topics for Another Time ? ?
G

e Motivation and Employability

e Transitioning the Stay-at-Home Mom Back to
Work

e The Impact of Monitoring Progress During
the Rehabilitation Period on Alimony

Accountability and Responsibility
|

e The vocational expert is “expected to keep
abreast of the effects of earning capacity,
labor market changes, hiring practices, and
knowledge of occupational requirements, as
well as the growth and decline patterns in
local labor markets”.

American Board of Vocational Experts (ABVE)
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(801) 455-1103 mobile
(801) 572-5633 office
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